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For each question from 1 to 10, shade your answer (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet.

(10 marks)
1 The kind old lady gave a candy each to my sister and
O
(2) me
(3) myself
(4) herself
2 ironing the clothes, Sam has finished all the other chores.
(1)  Apart from
(2) Ratherthan
(3) Incontrastto
(4) Asaresult of
3 “That man be a doctor. He looks too young!” my aunt remarked in
disbelief. ] -
(1) can't
(2) mustnt
(3) wouldn't
(4) shouldn't
4 That lady was my kindergarten teacher name | cannot remember.
(1) who
(2) which
(3) whom
(4) whose
5 Thankfully, he arrived just time to board the train.
(1 in
(2) at
(3) by
(4) on

{Go on to the next page)
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We could hear a cat away in the back alley.

(1) purrs
(2) purred
(8) purring

(4) purringly

Due to his siblings’ influence, Milford|prefers drawing playing sports.

(1) to
(2) or
(3) not
(4) than

Minah hardly ate anything the entire day, ?

(1) did she

(2) does she =
(3) didn'tshe

(4) doesn't she

Much to Farmer Joe’s relief, most of the sheep rescued from the burning
ranch that morning.

(1) is
(2) are
(3) was
4) were

The whole country is shaken as news of an earthquake on national
television since morning.

(1) is playing

(2) are playing

(3) has been playing
(4) have been playing

{Go on to the next page)



For each question from 11 to 15, shade your answer (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answ(er Sheet,
‘ 5 marks)

11 Even after the teacher explained many times, the child still could not the
topic.

(1) interpret

(2) distinguish
(3) appreciate
(4) comprehend

12  The clumsy boys wanted to set the table, but they were more of a than a
help.

(1) hurdle

(2) setback

(3) hindrance

(4) disadvantage

13  The Red Cross Society has been delivering aid to the civilians after the
tsunami wiped out their houses.

(1) disruptive
(2) displaced
(3) discarded
(4) dismissed

14  The team against the pressure and won the match in the final moments.

(1) heldin
(2) held out
(3) held over
(4) held back

15 | looked up at the clock which glared at me smugly, as if over my plight in
the examination.

(1) gloating
(2) rejoicing
(3) bragging
(4) triumphing

{Go on to the next page)
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For each question from 16 to 20, choose the word closest in meaning to the underlined word. Shade
your answer (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet. (5 marks)

At just seven years old, Marissa has already stepped into the world of entrepreneurship.

Concerned about the harmful chemicals found in everyday products, she started an

Wnn‘(c;v:i\tive business selling chemical-free nail polish using plant-based ingredients, With this
6

business, she aims to provide safe alternatives for children while also giving back to the
a7 (18)

community, pledging fifty percent of her earnings to charity. She plans to save the rest of her

earnings.

She has learnt valuable lessons about financial responsibility, and perseverance. Her
(19) )

risky journey into business has not only taught her about goal-setting and hard work but it has a=%
(20)
inspired other young minds to explore entrepreneurship. Marissa’shows that innovation has no age

limit.

Adapted from hitpsZ/dollarsandsense.sg

16 (1) daring
(2) original
(3) creative
(4) courageous

17 (1) types
(2) options
(3) products
(4) materials

18 (1) helping
(2) investing in
(3) contributing to
(4) participating in

{Go on fo the next page)
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20

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

(1
()

)

costly
premium
priceless
interesting

venture
progress
experiment

speculation

(Go on to the next page)



Study the poster (Text 1) and the extract of an interview (Text 2) and answer questions 21 to 25.
For each of the questions from 21 to 25, four options are given. One of them is the correct answer.
Shade the correct oval (1, 2, 3 or 4) on the Optical Answer Sheet. (5 marks)
Text 1

The text below shows a

Oou

P

WE GIVE OLD TENNIS BALLS A NEW LIFE!

A MOVEMENT STARTED BY A 10-YEAR-OLD!

Did you know that 300

Inspired to combine his passions in tennis and helping others,  jllion tennis balls are q
ar?

Liam Tan started ReBounce to upeycle used tennis balls into thrown away each ye

\v

products that can be sold. R

= How You Can Help: =

volvéd in creati

uasA b

Donate your old tennis balls d‘bfo‘ Uots fo

Help us collect ang
distribute used balls for
upcycling projects

All proceeds collected will go to charitable organisations. 2

“Small acts, when multiplied by millions of peaple,
can transform the world.” — Howard Zinn

Contact us: rebounce®@earth.com | @& Meet-ups every Saturday at Gardens Avenue 1

{Go on to the next page)



Text 2:

The transcript below is an extract of an interview with James, a volunteer with Project HomeWorks,
a non-profit organisation that helps clean and tidy up cluttered homes.

Interviewer:

James:

Interviewer:

James:

N Interviewer:

James:

Hi, James. Please share with us how you got involved in Project HomeWorks.

It started back in secondary school when | volunteered with like-minded friends. The
experience really opened my eyes to show me that there are actually people in

Singapore who genuinely need help in decluttering their homes, and that youths like
us can truly make a difference. Through it all, | learnt many practical skills, including

basic housekeeping!

Wow, that's impressivel Was there anything that surprised you while volunteering?

I didn’t realise s0 many people like to hoard unnecessary items. When there’s no
more space in the house, they continue piling up their belongings along the
corridors. These end up not only being an eyesore but also pose as a fire hazard.

What drives you to continue volunteering?

Revamping a home — seeing it go-from dirty and cluttered to something fresh and
liveable — is incredibly fulfilling. It's not just about the walls or furniture. It's about
the dignity, safety, and sometimes even mental well-being of the tenants. Working
together, we get things done more quickly. When we repaint walls or bring in clean
furniture, the homeowners’ spirits lift. For us volunteers, it's a:reminder that simple
dcts’of service can have a significant impact.

{Go on to the next page)



21

22

23

24

25

According to the poster in Text 1, which of the following is not true?

1
(2)
(3)
(4)

A huge number of tennis balls are discarded every year.
ReBounce was started by an environmentally-conscious 10-year-old.
It encourages readers to use fewer tennis balls so that there will be less wastage.

Readers can be involved in DIY projects by ReBounce to give new life to old tennis balls,

“Did you know that 300 million tennis balls are thrown away each year?” Why did the writer
ask the question in Text 1?

(1)
()
(3)
(4)

to evaluate the environmental impact of throwing tennis balls

to get readers to reflect on what happens to used tennis balls

to attract the attention of tennis coaches, players and sports organisations X
to make sure readers remember the number of tennis balls thrown away yearly

“Give old tennis balls a new lifel”
The images in Text 1 support this sentence by showing that the products made with old te
ballsare __~

(1)
(2)
(3
(4)

cost-saving
frivolous -
inspired
useful

According to Text 2, which of the following does not explain why James finds volunteering
with Project HomeWorks fulfilling?

(1)
(2)
()
)

it enhances the mental well-being of tenants
it boosts the dignity of the residents

it teaches him many practical skills

it enhances the safety of the home

Text 2 supports Text 1 about the significant impact of small actions because it states that

(1):
(2)
(3)
(4)

youths can truly make a difference

revamping a home is incredibly fulfilling

simple acts of service can have a big impact
working together, we get things done more quickl

END OF BOOKLET A
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There are 10 blanks, numbered 26 to 35, in the passage below. From the list of words given,
choose the most suitable word for each blank. Write its letter (A to Q) in the blank. The letters (1)
and (O) have been omitted to avoid confusion during marking. (10 marks)

EACH WORD CAN BE USED ONLY ONCE

(A) are (D) during (G) should (K) they (N) what
(B) after (E) if (H) since (L) this (P) when
(C) before  (F) is (J) some M) to (Q) while

Do you know that eating before and after exercise is important? Eating the right food helps
your body stay strong and recover well. It Yis best to eat a meal at least two hours
a workout. If is not possible, a light snack about 80 minutes

(26) 27
before exercising is good. Good food choices include whole grains, fruits, yogurt and nue

contain carbohydrates and proteins, which give energy and help muscles stay

(28)

strong.

After exercising, the body also needs food to recover and regain energy. A mix of protein

and carbohydrates the best. Protein helps repair muscles
(29) (30)

carbohydrates replace lost energy. Eating within 30 60 minutes after exercise
(31)

helps the body get the most benefits. good food to eat are eggs, lean meat, rice
(32)

and smoothies. Everyone’s body reacts differently to food, so it is good to try and see

works best.

(33)

You ~_also ensure that you drink enough water as it helps the body
(34)

function properly. Not drinking enough water can cause dizziness and fatigue, Staying hydrated

helps the body perform better workouts and recover faster after that.
(35)

Therefore, healthy eating habits keep a person strong and active.

Adapted from Straits Times

(Go on to the next page)



Each of the underlined words contains either a spelling or grammatical error. Write the correct word
in each of the boxes. (10 marks)

(36)

It was a breezy Saturday afternoon, perfect for flying kites. Amir and Ben, best friends from

, (37)
they were five, had built a giant red kite together. At first, the boys were pride of how magnificent
(38)

their kite looked. However, just as they reached the field, they had an arquement over who should

fly it first.

“It was my ideal” Amir shouted.
(39)
“But | helped built it!” Ben snapped.

-

Their voices grew so loud that a group of children nearby stared at them, making Ben feel

(40)
ambarased. Finally, Ben walked away, leaving Amir to fly the kite alone. As Amir watched it soar, 2

strong gust suddenly pulled hard af the string. This caused the kite fo crash into a tree and it tore.
(41)
The fun affernoon was rooinned.

(42)
Later that evening, Amir sat alone, thinking. He realised friendship was with far greater

importance than being right.

(43)

The next day, Amir knocked on Ben'’s door with tape, string and an apologise. Together,

444)

they repaired the kite. As they worked, a mizchievious grin spread across Ben's face. “Next time,
(45)

I'm flying it first!” he joked, bursting into pils of laughter. “Not a chance!” Amir replied.

(Go on to the next page)




Fill in each blank with a suitable word. (15 marks)

John is one of the most popular YouTubers in the world. He began making YouTube videos

he was just 13 years old. Initially, he did not have good video-making

(46)
equipment. However, not achieving much success, he kept going because he
(47)
loved creating content)
John(worked tirelessly )his content creation. He spent hours studying how

(48)

YouTube worked and wétched his own videos repeatedly to learn what he could do bettqgm

L

Sometimes, he even all-nighters, editing his videos. He failed many times but
- 49)

on. Over time, more people started noticing his videos.

(80)
Now, John has over 300 million subscribers on his YouTube channel. He became

for doing bizarre challenges and giving away attractive prizes. He once counted

(51)

to 100,000 in a single video! He has also given away houses, cars and even millions of dollars to

strangers. He uses the " he earns to help others and make his next videos even
(52)

better.

Although he is successful, John faced health problems like stress and Crohn's disease,

gave him stomach pain. It was hard for him. , there was a lot
(53) (54)

of pressure to keep making amazing videos. Hence, he formed a strong team to help him

with the demands of his work.

(85)




John uses his fame to do good. He started an initiative aimed at planting more trees to

climate change and promote environmental sustainability. On top of that,

(56)
through his charitable organisation, John supports the disadvantaged and those in

of financial assistance.

(57)
Today( only'is John a YouTuber but he is also a businessman with a kind
(58)
__. His story shows that hard work, kindness and
(59) (60)

gerseverance, one can achieve big dreams and help others too. He continues to inspire millions of

people around the world.

Adapted from various sources

END OF PAPER
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proud

embarrassed

argument

apology

ruined

when

mischievous

pull

despite

moved

_stop

need

not

heart

through
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